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We are off to an outstanding start to the 2018-2019 school year!  It has been amazing to see how 
hard our students are working each and every day.  At Forest Elementary our focus is not placed on 
the snapshot pieces of data provided by NYS ELA and Mathematics Assessments.  As it reads in our 
the long-range focus plan we developed two years ago, “At Forest our faculty and staff are 
committed to providing an enriching and well-rounded educational experience focused on the 
whole child.  Our team of educators is dedicated to always putting students first and creating 
a safe and welcoming learning environment where individuality is encouraged.  Our goal is to 
foster independence in our students.  Through collaboration we continually seek ways to 
maximize the potential of each child in a rigorous, inspiring, student-centered school with the 
objective of creating lifelong learners.”   

There is so much more to student learning than can be gleaned from a couple days of paper to pencil 
standardized assessment.   Unfortunately, however our school, like others across New York are 
ranked and showcased using these assessments as a primary metric.  At Forest Elementary these 
NYS Assessment data points were terrific and showed outstanding growth.   

Forest Elementary    2017 Results   2018 Results 
 Grades 3-4 ELA          57%          69% 
 (Levels 3-4) 
 Grades 3-4 Math          65%          73% 
 (Levels 3-4) 
 
Though we are proud of this data, we know it does not encapsulate everything we do to promote 
student growth and wellness.     

Our PTA is instrumental in making Forest great.  I want to thank our PTA for sponsoring the Kevin 
McCarthy concert earlier in September.  This concert always shares positive messages with our 
students and is very entertaining.  Our PTA also has agreed to annually sponsor the “Forest PTA 
Dream Scholarship in Honor of Sebastian Bradley”.  This scholarship will be awarded to a graduating 
senior from one of the Williamsville High Schools who exhibits commitment to community service and 
demonstrates kindness to others.  The Amherst Bee will be publishing an article detailing more about 
this scholarship in the very near future.   

As always, should you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me. 

Keith Wing 

 
               



Forest Calendar of Events 
Oct 2  PTA School Picture Day   Nov 9  Visiting Author – Zach Ohora 
Oct 4  Gr 1 to Watt’s Orchards    Nov 9  K (Losi,Shantler) to Planetarium 
Oct 8  Columbus Day – No School   Nov 12  Veterans Day – No School 
Oct 9  PTA Meeting – 6:30 pm   Nov 13 PTA Meeting – 6:30 pm 
Oct 15 K  (Styn,Monile,Fiegl) to Planetarium  Nov 15 K (Styn,Monile,Fiegl) to Planetarium 
Oct 16 K (Losi,Shantler) to Planetarium    Nov 16 PTA – Picture Retake Day 
Oct 26 PTA Harvest Hop    Nov 20 Gr 2 Field Trip – Albright Knox 
Oct 29 Gr 1 (1/2) to Planetarium   Nov 21 Thanksgiving Recess – No School 
Oct 30 Gr 1 (1/2) to Planetarium   Nov 22 Thanksgiving Recess – No School 
Oct 31 Gr 2 to Planetarium    Nov 23 Thanksgiving Recess – No School 
Oct 31 Halloween-Costume Parade 1:30  Nov 26 Gr 1 to Planetarium 
 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Main Office 716-626-9800  Nurse   716-626-9805 
Transportation 716-626-8390  Social Worker 716-626-9802 
Attendance 716-626-9818  Cafeteria  716-626-9811 
School Fax  716-626-9819  WITS Help Desk 716-626-8058 

 
School Rules 

DISMISSAL/PICKUPS 

Dismissal for all students is at 2:15 pm.  Your child will be placed on a bus unless a written note has 
been provided to the child’s teacher indicating they will be picked up or have been enrolled in an 
afterschool program in our building.  If you are pickup up your child, please go to the auditorium to 
sign out your child with our monitor by 2:25 pm.  Please do not go to the classroom to pick up your 
child.  If you are going to be picking your child up early, a note is also required and you will pick your 
child up at the Main Office.  Please do not email the teachers any dismissal changes. 

ABSENCES 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please call our Attendance Clerk, Mary Grygier, at 
716-626-9818 to report the absence.  We must account for all students every day and your help with 
this will save us further follow up  You may leave a message at this number the night before or early 
morning if that is more convenience for you.  

MORNING DROP OFF 

If dropping off your child in the morning, please use the N. Forest side entrance door.  Children 
should not be dropped off earlier than 8 am. 

VISITORS 

All doors of the school are locked during the school day. Anyone entering the building needs to use 
the Main Entrance doors.  All visitors must state their name and purpose of visit to the office staff. We 
ask that you do not let anyone in behind you or when you are leaving. All volunteers/visitors need to 
sign in at the Main Office and wear a visitor sticker. Please no do visit a teacher’s classroom unless it 
has been prearranged with the teacher.     

 

 



ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

The school will not be responsible for lost, damaged or stolen personal electronic devices. It is our 
recommendation that under most circumstances personal electronic devices not be brought to school.    
Students are not permitted to use a cell phone during the school day.  If your child has a cell phone, it 
should be turned off or silenced. Students have access to the phone in the Main Office should an 
issue arise.   

Lunch Schedules 
Our cafeteria monitors are Mrs. Finucane, Mrs. Rubino and Miss Skalski.  Our lunch times are 
assigned by classroom.  Listed is the approximate time each grade level is in the cafeteria. 

11:00 am to 11:38 am  Grade 4  12:10 pm to 1:04 pm Kindergarten 

11:34 am to 12:12 pm Grade 2  12:40 pm to 1:18 pm Grade 3 

12:00 pm to 12:38 pm Grade 1 

Lunch menus will be available the first of each month.  There are several different choices daily.  Your 
child will order their lunch choice in the morning with their teacher.   

LUNCH PRE-PAYMENT SYSTEM 
Williamsville School District's Food Service Department is excited to provide parents a convenient, 
easy and secure online prepayment service to deposit money into your child's school meal account 
at any time. This service also provides parents the ability to view your child's account balance 
through a web site called myschoolbucks.com. By having money in each child's account we find the 
lunch lines move along much faster .  A $2.49 transaction fee is charged for this service.   For more 
information, please see the District Child Nutrition page.  You will need your child’s student ID 
number to set up an account.  This number is on your WITS Parent Portal.  The website for student 
meal pre-payment is:  MySchoolBucks    You also always have the option to send cash or check 
with your child or stop in to our cafeteria and pre-pay for lunches.   

STUDENT LUNCH PRICE  
The student lunch price for elementary is $2.30 breakfast is $1.40, and milk is $.50.  All prices and 
lunch choices will be listed on the monthly Lunch Menu listed on our District website and a copy will 
also be sent home.   
 
WITS PARENT PORTAL 
The WITS Parent Portal offers secure access for parents and guardians to monitor their student’s 
progress and communicate with teachers. Our Parent-Teacher Conference signups are also done 
through your Parent Portal.  Information from the school is frequently sent using WITS mail, which is 
accessed through your Parent Portal. 
With the creation of one account, you will access all of your children’s information across the District.  
If you do not yet have an account, please contact our District Technology Department at 716-626-
8058. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
The Williamsville District schools do not allow food treats for birthday celebrations in order to 
maximize student safety and wellness. 
At Forest we will honoring and celebrating each child’s birthday without food treats.   

http://www.williamsvillek12nutrition.com/index.php?sid=1496685407405
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home


 
NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM 

The Artist of the Month winners have their artwork on display near the gym and receive a pencil and 
certificate.  The student chosen for the month of September are: 

 
Maia Fineberg 
Lola Fineberg 

Ty Kohler 
Anneliese Brown 
Sheridan Brown 

 
Congratulations, Artists! 

 
MyStop Information 

MyStop is a tracking software which utilizes the GPS devices installed on every school bus used in 
the District.  A parent can only view information related to their children using a secure login and 
password. 
Each student has a unique Student ID# that will serve as the user name and password associated 
with the bus routing information.   
Log into WITS to view your child’s profile.  Then highlight and copy yours child’s ID number provided 
on the WITS profile page.  Click on the MyStop Icon located in the right hand margin of the WITS 
home page.  Enter your child’s ID # in both the user name and password fields.  You will then see a 
map showing where the bus is on the route.   
This application will only apply to morning and afternoon routes, not field trip activity.  If you need 
assistance, please email:  WCSDbusapp@williamsvillek12.org 
 

 
HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARADE 

 

Forest Elementary is celebrating our Fall Fun day on Wednesday, October 31 with many activities. 

Our annual costume parade will begin at 1:30 pm.  Students may bring their costumes to school and 
put them on prior to the parade. 

Please no scary costumes or weapon (even fake ones).   

Parents who wish to watch the parade should arrive at Forest between 1:15 and 1:30 pm.   

Any classroom parties/activities will be communicated to you by your child’s teacher.  

Please send in a note with your child if you will be taking them home with you after the parade.  You 
will go directly to their classroom and sign them out with their teacher.   

 

 

mailto:WCSDbusapp@williamsvillek12.org


SHARED DECISION MAKING TEAM 
Our SDM Committee recognizes students who are showing good character.  If a student is witnessed 
by any staff member showing exceptional character, they are given a yellow slip to put in our 
Character jar.  Winners will be chosen from the character jar each month for a chance to win a price.  
The students recognized for September for good character are: 

Fahad Albayati  Angel Bobb   Jackson Boone  Parker Brownell 
Amelia Calos   Benjamin Cerny  Robert Coyle   Liam Danner 
Maya Doly   Lola Fineberg  Charlie Furry   Philip Gangi 
Nhila Gilliard   Vinny Grillo   Emily Farleo   Claire Held 
Evans Johns   Pradnya Kakku  Cameron Kearns  Sairish Khan 
Amos Klaiman  Suzanne Kulpa  Addison Lester  Henry Lester 
Mathias Fajardo  Freddie Lapple  Philippe Mangweji  Lola McKay 
Stephen Mycio  Hayden Miller  Henry Notarius  Grayson Overton 
Liam Pfeister   Leo Podolak   Charlotte Radel  Aadi Rathore 
Madeline Reilly  John Rodriguez  Leo Sanders   George Schellinger 
Wyatt Schnelle  Lia Sperrazzo  Ari Thompson  Vivian Wagner 
Lyra Ward   Ethan Wing   Charlie Wirth   Sophia Witul 
 
FROM THE FOREST PTA 
Hello again!  We loved seeing so many new faces at our September PTA meeting.  As always, meetings 
are not at all mandatory for members, but a chance for you to learn about what we are working on and 
to provide your input.  So, if you didn’t have a chance to attend the first meeting, we’d love to see you at 
our meeting Tuesday, Oct. 9th, at 6:30 PM in the Forest Auditorium.  Childcare through Amherst YES 
volunteers is available for free at all PTA meetings. 
 
As of 9/23/18, our membership was at 198 members.  So, keep the membership forms coming as we’d 
love to reach as many of our families as possible.  We kick-started the school year with a couple of 
awesome events in September.  The PTA hosted Kevin McCarthy, one of our favorite musical programs 
of the year.  We also had a spectacular time showing the UB Bulls football team our Forest spirit. 
 
Coming up in October, we are excited to welcome back Nels Ross, who puts on an in-school magic 
show that earns top reviews from the students!   And don’t forget our annual Harvest Hop, one of the 
largest events of the year, on Friday October 26th, from 6-8 pm.  It will include games, face-painting, our 
“Hungry-Hungry Teachers competition”, both a scary and not-so-scary haunted house, pizza, popcorn, 
candy apples and more!  New this year, we are having our Scholastic Book Fair the same night as the 
Harvest Hop!  So, plan to make a family night of it! Costumes are highly encouraged!  

Don’t forget to keep clipping those Box Tops, register for Amazon Smile, and resister your Tops Bonus 
Card.  Those little contributions add up to great programming through our PTA.  Also, Entertainment 
Book sales and the Armchair Fundraiser are few other ways you can help ensure we keep the 
momentum going! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us, Elizabeth Graczyk Dagostino (elizabeth@villageds.com) or 
Melissa Jorgenson (melissa.j.fisher@gmail.com), if you have any questions. 

 
Elizabeth and Melissa 
 

mailto:melissa.j.fisher@gmail.com

	Forest Fanfare
	FOREST ELEMENTARY      OCTOBER 2018
	Forest Calendar of Events
	School Rules
	Lunch Schedules

	WITS PARENT PORTAL
	NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM
	MyStop Information
	HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARADE
	SHARED DECISION MAKING TEAM



